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Comte RIANT, «Piéces relatives au passage a Venise de pelerins de (H
Terre Sainte », Archives de I'Orient Latin, 11, 1884, p. 240.
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Again | say the life of the language, its unification, its
propagation and all that has any relationship to it have been and
will always be the product of the poets’ imaginations. But do we
have poets?

Yes we do have poets, and every Easterner can be a poet in
his field, in his garden, before his loom, in his temple, on his
pulpit, and in his library. Every Easterner can free himself from
the prison house of imitation and tradition and come out to meet
the sun and walk in the procession of life. Every Easterner can
submit to the power of innovation that lies hidden in his soul—
that eternal power that transforms rock to God'’s children.

As for those who have devoted themselves to versifying and
setting in prose their talents, to them | say: Let your personal
aims prevail over your attempts to follow the tracks of those
who preceded you, for it is better for you and for the Arabic
language to build a poor hut made of your humble selves than
to erect a lofty palace made of your borrowed selves. Let your
self-esteem prevent you from composing eulogies, elegies,
and occasional poems, for it is better for you and for the Arabic
language to die despised and cast out than to burn the incense
of your hearts before the idols and the monuments. Let your
national zeal spur you to depict the mysteries of pain and the
miracles of joy that characterize life in the East, for it is better for
you and for the Arabic language to adopt the simplest events
in your surroundings and clothe them with the fabric of your
imagination, than to translate the most beautiful and the most
respected of what the Westerners have written.

*¥ %



By poet, | mean that worshipper who enters the temple of
his own soul and kneels down crying of joy, wailing, rejoicing,
listening. And when he comes out, his lips and tongue articulate
nouns, verbs, letters, and new meanings for the various patterns
of his own adoration which renew themselves every day, and
for the many types of his own supplications that change every
night. Thus he adds with this effort a silver string to the lute of
the language and a perfumed branch to its hearth. The imitator,
on the other hand, is the one who repeats the worshippers’
prayers and their supplications without an act of will on his part,
without even an emotion, and thus leaves the language where
he finds it and keeps his personal rhetoric where there is neither
rhetoric nor distinctive character.

By poet, | mean that lover who, when he falls in love with
a woman, his soul isolates itself and walks away from all that
is human in order to drape his dreams with embodiments of
the day’s splendor, the night'’s terror, the tempests’ rage and the
valleys’ calm, then goes on to fashion from its experiences a
wreath to grace the head of the language, and mold from its
contentment a necklace to adorn its neck.

The imitator, on the other hand, is the one who copies others
even when he loves, or flirts or celebrates his beloved in verse.
So if he happens to describe his beloved’s face or neck, he says
“moon” and ““gazelle”; if he thinks of her hair, her figure and
her glances, he says “night,” “bent branch,” and “arrows”; and
if he complains about his love, he says “a sleepless eyelid,” ““a
distant dawn,” and “close rebuker”; and if he decides to come
up with a rhetorical feat, he will say “my beloved sheds tears
of pearls from her narcissus eyes in order to water her roseate
cheeks, and bites her fingers of gum-Arabic, with her hail-like
teeth.”

I have talked about the “innovative” and its benefits and
the “barren” and the harm that comes from it, but | have yet
to mention those who spend their lives writing dictionaries and
founding language academies. | have not said a word about
them because | believe that they are like the beach between the
ebb and the flow of the language and that their job is limited to
functioning like a sieve. Now sifting is a good job, but what can
the sifter possibly sift if the nation’s innovative power plants only
chaff and harvests only straw, and hoards in its threshing floors
only thorn and thistle?



transfers what the world of the soul conceives to the world of
research, and what the world of thought determines to the world
of retention and writing.

The poet is both the father and the mother of language;
language travels the same roads he travels and stops to rest
where he stops to rest, and if the poet dies, language sits on his
grave crying over the loss, wailing until another poet passes by
and extends his hands to it. And if the poet is both the father and
the mother of language, the imitator is the weaver of its shroud
and the digger of its grave.

By poet, | mean every inventor, be he big or small, every
discoverer, be he strong or weak, every creator, be he great or
humble, every lover of pure life, be he a master or a pauper and
everyone who stands in awe before the day and the night, be
he a philosopher or a guard at a vineyard. The imitator, on the
other hand, is the one who does not discover or create anything,
but rather the one whose state of mind is borrowed from his
contemporaries and whose conventional garments are made
from the tatters of garments worn by his predecessors.

By poet, | mean that farmer who plows his field with a plow
that differs, however little, from the plow he inherited from his
father, in order that someone will come after him to give the new
plow a new name; | mean that gardener who breeds an orange
flower and plants it between a red and yellow flower, in order
that someone will come after him to give the new flower a new
name; or that weaver who produces on his loom patterns and
designs that differ from those his neighbors weave, in order that
someone will give his fabric a new name. By poet, | mean the
sailor who hoists a third sail to a ship that has only two, or the
builder who builds a house with two doors and two windows
among houses built with one door and one window, or the dyer
who mixes colors that no one before him has mixed, in order to
produce a new color for someone who arrives later on to give
the ship of the language a new sail, the house a new window,
and the garment a new color.

As for the imitator, he is the one who travels from place
to place on the roads that a thousand and one caravans have
traveled, making sure he does not deviate from his course for
fear he will get lost; he is the one who earns his living, eats,
drinks, and wears the clothes of a thousand generations before
him, and so his life remains a mere echo, his whole being a mere
shadow of a distant truth he neither knows anything about it, nor
cares to know.



Language, like all other things, subscribes to the rule of ‘the
survival of the fittest, and the dialects have in them much of
what it takes to survive and last, because they are close to the
concept of ‘nation’ and to the goals of its public self. When | say
that much of what is in them will last, | mean that the dialects
will meld with the body of the language and become part of its
whole.

All the languages of the West have their own dialects, and
those dialects possess literary and figurative qualities full of
beauty and innovation. In Europe and America there is a group
of gifted poets who have been able to reconcile the literary
and the colloquial in their poems and produce eloquent and
effective verse. And | believe that our colloquial genres, such
as the “mawwal,’ the “zajal,’ the “cataba,” and the “ma‘anna,’
are full of new metaphors, metonymies, and innovative and
inventive turns of phrase, which when placed next to those
fusha poems which fill the pages of our papers and magazines,
they will appear as a bouquet of fragrant flowers next to a pile of
firewood, or like a bevy of undulating dancers before a group of
mummified corpses.

Modern ltalian was but a dialect in the Middle Ages, and
the elite called it the language of the riff-raff. But when Dante
and Petrarch and Francis of Assisi fashioned their glorious
poems and muwashshahas, that dialect became ltaly’s classical
language, while Latin reverted to a skeleton carried in a coffin on
the shoulders of the reactionaries.

Nor are the colloquial languages in Egypt, Syria, and Iraq that
far away from the language of al-Ma’arri and al-Mutanabbi, and
the language of the Italian reactionaries was not far away from
the language of Ovid and Virgil.

And so, if a great Middle Eastern writer writes a great book in
one of the dialects, this dialect will become a classical language.
| doubt, however, this will happen in the Arab World because the
Easterners are more inclined to the past rather than the present
or the future.

The best and only means is to be found in the poet’s heart, on
his lips, and at his fingertips. The poet is the mediator between
the power of invention and humanity. He is the cable that
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The real Western philanthropists and benefactors did not put
fish bones and thorns in the bread they sent to us; they definitely
tried to benefit us, not harm us. Yet from where did those thorns
and those fish bones come from? How were they bred? This is
another matter which | will leave for another occasion.

There is no doubt that Arabic will spread in all our schools
and that all the sciences will be taught in Arabic, thus unifying
our political leanings and crystallizing our national objectives.
But this will not be achieved until we are able to teach our
youth at our nation’s expense, until the individual, the son of
one nation instead of two opposing ones — one for the soul and
one for the body - this will not be achieved until we exchange
the free bread that we received with bread kneaded in our own
home, because the beggar is in no position to set conditions
on his benefactor, and he who places himself in the position of
a recipient of favors, is in no position to oppose the generous
donor.The one who takes is always bereft of his will and the one
who gives is always endowed with choice.

The dialects are changing and getting refined; their rough
spots are being leveled smooth, but they will not be vanquished,
nor should be vanquished because they are the source of what
we call literary Arabic and the origin of what we consider
eloguent.



Therefore the influence of political development in the Arab
countries will change these countries’ confusion into order
and their ambiguities and their problems into harmonious
organization. But it neither alters their boredom to passion nor
to excitement. For the potter may be able to fashion from clay
a jug for wine or vinegar, but he cannot fashion anything from
sand and pebbles.

Arabic will not spread in these schools and colleges until
they assume a pure national character and the sciences will
not be taught in them until instruction is no longer handled by
philanthropic organizations, sectarian committees and religious
missions and placed in the hands of local governments.

In Syria, for example, education came to us from the West
in the form of charitable gifts, and we were then and still are
devouring the bread of these gifts because we were hungry,
famished.That bread kept us alive butwhen we became alive, that
same bread brought about our death. It kept us alive because it
awakened our mental faculties and altered our minds a little, but
it also brought about our death because it divided us, weakened
our unity, severed our ties and widened the gaps among our
sects, so much so that our countries reverted to groups of tiny
colonies with different tastes and opposing viewpoints, each
colony seeking the protections of one Western nation or another,
raising its banner and singing its virtues and glories. The young
men, who had a morsel of education from an American school,
became American apologists; those who had a sip of education
from a Jesuit school became French ambassadors; and those
who wore shirts from the looms of a Russian school became
Russian representatives, and so too all those other schools that
graduated all those other representatives, ambassadors and
apologists. And the best proof of all of this is the difference in
opinion, the dissension among groups, and their disagreement
over the political future of Syria. For those who studied some
of the sciences in English want America and Britain to be the
trustees of their country, while those who studied the science
in French ask France to look after them, and those who did not
study in either language do not want either country, in order to



Westerners were behind, our civilization had a great influence on
their languages. But now, since they are in the front and we have
lagged behind, their civilization has necessarily exerted great
influence on our language, our thinking and our morality.

Whereas the Westerners in the past consumed what we
cooked, partaking of our food, swallowing it, and transforming
what was useful to their very being, the Easterners, at present,
consume what the Westerners cook; they swallow their food, but
it does not become part of their being. Rather, it transforms them
into something similar to their counterparts in the West. This is
a result that | fear and complain about because it presents the
East, at times, as an old man who has lost his molars and at
other times, as an infant who has not yet sprouted them.

The Western Spirit is at once our friend and our enemy. It is a
friend if we can vanquish it and an enemy if it can vanquish us,
a friend if we can open our hearts to it, and an enemy if we offer
it our hearts, a friend if we borrow from it what suits us and an
enemy if we place ourselves in situations that suit it.

All writers and thinkers in both the East and the West agree
that the Arab countries are in a state of political, psychological,
and administrative confusion, and most of them agree that
this confusion is the harbinger of destruction and extinction. I,
however, ask: Is it confusion or boredom?

If it is boredom, it will spell the death of every nation and
the end of every people. Boredom is dying in the form of
drowsiness, and death in the semblance of sleep. And if it is
in reality, confusion. | believe that confusion is always useful
because it brings to light that which was hidden in the nation’s
soul, changing this soul’s intoxication to sobriety and its stupor
to wakefulness, precisely the way a powerful storm shakes the
trees, not to uproot them, but to break their dead branches and
scatter their yellow leaves.

And if confusion appears in a nation that still possesses some
inborn qualities, that will be the plainest proof of the presence in
itsindividuals of the power of invention and the power of initiative
in its public soul. Is not mist the first word in the book of life, not
the last? And what is the mist save a life rife with confusion?



and expanded his talents because the Arabs then were in a state
of growth and expansion. In the post-classical period the poet
split his loyalties because the Islamic nation was in a state of
disunion. And the poet kept on progressing, ascending and
changing his color, appearing at times as a philosopher, at other
times as a physician, and at still other times, as an astronomer,
until the Arabic language was lured to drowsiness and then to
sleep. And in its deep sleep the poets reverted to versifiers; the
philosophers metamorphosed into scholastic theologians, the
physicians into quacks; and the astronomers into fortune-tellers.

If the above is correct, the future of the Arabic language is
closely tied to the power of invention in all the nations that
speak Arabic. And if those nations together were possessed of a
private self or unity of spirit, and if the power of invention in that
self were to wake up after a long sleep, the future of the Arabic
language would be as glorious as its past. And if not, it will not
happen.

Influence, however, is but a kind of food that language receives
from the outside. It chews on it and swallows it, transforming
what is suitable of it into part of its living essence, just as the tree
transforms light and air and the elements of soil into branches,
then leaves, then buds, then fruit.

But if the language has no teeth to chew with, and no stomach
to digest with, the food then will go to waste, or rather revert to
lethal poison. And how many a tree is able to outwit life when
growing in the shade, but when moved to sunlight, wilts and
dies? And it is written: “For whoever has, will be given more, and
they will have abundance. Whoever does not have, even what
they have will be taken from them.”

As for the Western Spirit, it is but a stage in man’s life and a
chapter of his existence. For man’s life is a formidable procession
that forever moves forward. And out of that golden dust arising
from the roads he travels, languages, governments and sects are
fashioned.The nations that walk in the forefront of this procession
are the inventive ones, and that which is inventive is that which
influences. On the other hand, the nations that walk last in the
procession are the ones that imitate, and the imitator is the one
who is influenced. So when the Easterners were ahead and the
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The Future of the Arabic Language
by Kahlil Gibran

Translated by Adnan Haydar

In a survey conducted by Al-Hilal magazine, responses were
solicited from a number of writers on the topic of “The Future of the
Arabic Language.” Al-Hilal published their responses in consecutive
issues of the magazine. Gibran's response appeared in the 1920 March
issue, pp. 489-496. Later on, the complete text appeared in Gibran’s
last Arabic book, Al-bada’ic wa al-tara’if (The New and the Marvellous),
published by MaktabatYusuf al-Bustany, Cairo, 1923. That was the year
Alfred Knopf published Gibran’s The Prophet in New York.

Language is but one manifestation of the power of invention
in a nation’s totality or public self. But if this power slumbers,
language will stop in its tracks, and to stop is to regress, and
regression leads to death and extinction.

Therefore, the future of the Arabic language is tied to the
presence or absence of invention in all the countries that speak
Arabic. Where invention is present, the future of the language
will be glorious like its past, and where it is absent, the future
will be like the present of its two sisters—Syriac and Classical
Hebrew.

And what is this power we call invention?

It is the nation’s resolve to move ever forward. It is in the
nation’s heart, a hunger and thirst for the unknown, and in its soul
a chain of dreams that the nation seeks to realize day and night,
and every time one of the links in the chain is realized, life adds
another one. It is, for that individual, a yearning for brilliance
and for the group enthusiasm. And what is brilliance save the
ability to mold the group’s hidden tendencies into clear and
tangible forms. In the Jahiliyya the poet was always prepared
because the Arabs then were in a state of readiness. Likewise, in
the period bridging the Jahiliyya with Islam, the poet prospered



Tous les pécheurs connaissent fort bien Toufic Barbour
constructeur de bateaux de péche a Tyr dans les 70. Barbour a
construit un bateau de type phénicien, et ses enfants préparent
aujourd’hui un grand bateau phénicien qui sera visible sur le
quai du port deTyr.

Dans sa préface a mon livre Liban sur mer, le compositeur Marcel
Khalifé nous apprend que sa célébre chanson actuellement
fredonnée par tous nos pécheurs, Ya bahriyyeh — L ,= L,
procéde d'un refrain chanté par son propre grand-pére, un
ancien pécheur.

Abdel Majid Solayman et le Capitaine de Corvette (Hon.IT)
Officier de la Iégion d'Honneur, Henri Charles, S.J. 1972, “Le
parler arabe de la voile et la vie maritime sur la cote libano-
syrienne “.

Compte rendu de la conférence du Mardi 2 février 2016 a
I'Ecole Supérieure des Affaires de Beyrouth: Les abords
maritimes de Byblos antique Présenté par M. Nicolas Grimal,
Professeur au Collége de France, Membre de I’Académie
des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, orientaliste, égyptologue
& Mme Martine Francis-Allouche, Archéologue terrestre et
sous-marin, Chercheur associé au Collége de France

Hassane Salemeh Sarkis, Printemps 1999, Matériaux pour
une histoire d’Anfeh, Travaux et Jours, nouvelle série, n° 63,
pp. 75-89, Université Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth.

Troy Joseph Nowak, May 2006 Archaeological evidence for
ship eyes: An analysis of their form and function, Thesis.

Christine Moulin. Juin 2014, il grec bleu porte-bonheur, (Eil
grec protecteur, Découvrir la Grece (Site) .

Cecil Torr & William Woodthorpe Tarn, 1964, Argonaut Library
of Antiquities, Ancient Ships, Chicago, Argonaut, coll.

Jack R. Sims, Jr. 1971, Thesis Title: The Fishermen of Byblos:
The Study of a Marine-Adapted Lebanese Occupational
Group.American University of Beirut.
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paquebot frangais pris dans une tornade. Il s’est échoué, puis
brisé en deux, sur un des bancs de sable d’Al-Aouzai en 1958. Un
autre naufrage eut lieu en 1966, celui d'un paquebot dénommé
Macadonia. Tout I'équipage fut sauvé par les pécheurs de Jall
el.Bahr, sous la direction du Rayiss-el-Mina Souheil Raouda
Elbalah.

Les pécheurs utilisent des proverbes inspirés de leurs
expériences. Ces proverbes comportent, comme il se doit, des
assonances intérieures. Ce sont des «sagesses maritimes»
telles que:

logd) Jlimy Blaten ol Gy

Le noyé dans la tempéte essaie de s’accrocher a toutes sortes de
cordes chimériques

30 48,3 S

A chaque éclair son naufrage

Byl Lgioly )38 1) dya !

Un bateau a plusieurs capitaines se noie

Les pécheurs en plein travail

1#TEA
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Les investigations du projet « Byblos et la mer» ont cherché
a vérifier les différentes hypothéses avancées depuis 1998 par
Honor Frost, concernant la localisation du port antique, a partir
du port médiéval au nord de la ville, jusqu’a la zone du Nahr el
Fidar vers le sud, en procédant par élimination.

De 2013 a 2015, plusieurs missions géo-archéologiques ont
confirmé la localisation d’un bassin portuaire dans la zone sud,
directement au pied du site archéologique, — la ville antique
de Byblos/Jbeil. Ce bassin, actuellement enfoui a plus de 100
métres a l'intérieur des terres, a été délimité par ces recherches,
avec une superficie d’environ 12000 m?, pour une profondeur
allant d'un métre dans la zone du rivage ancien a quatre metres
sous le rivage actuel, et qui était convenable a I'amarrage de
navires de gros tonnage. De plus, I'llot El Yasmine, se trouvant
directement a I'entrée du port, le protégeait contre les courants
prédominants du sud-ouest.

Pour confirmer I'existence du bassin dans cette zone, une
premiere série de sondages a été effectuée récemment dans la
zone couvrant le bassin portuaire. Ces sondages archéologiques
ont prouvé |'existence d’'une zone de bassin portuaire a I'avant et
d’'une zone «construite » a I'arriére, sans doute la zone des quais.
Ces sondages ont exhumé des murs et des structures tardives,
datant de I'époque médiévale et romaine. Une deuxiéme phase
de sondages archéologiques est programmeée par le projet de
recherche « Byblos & la mer». Le but est d’atteindre les couches
archéologiques les plus anciennes, encore enfouies a ce jour. Le
but ultime de cette investigation giblite est de délimiter le bassin
et de retrouver les structures portuaires de la ville phénicienne-
cananéenne des lI° et I° millénaires d'avant notre ére.

Cependant, le theme central tourne autour des pécheurs et
leur bateau chéri qui porte souvent le nom d’'un nouveau-né de la
famille ou d’une personne chere. Cette catégorie des travailleurs
de la mer est considérée comme |'une des plus pauvres du
pays. Mais comme la mer, et surtout la notre, ils sont riches en
récits. J'ai péché a la seine leurs histoires. Par exemple, celles
des baleines échouées prés de la cote de Beyrouth, depuis Saida
jusqu’a Maameltein, entre les années 1920 et 1960. Des visites
en bateau sont organisées par les pécheurs pour les curieux.
Par exemple, le récit du naufrage du Champollion, le grand



égyptiens comme 'un des points principaux (ou comptoirs?)
a partir duquel ils pouvaient commercer. La problématique
présentée par Honor Frost, pionniére de l'archéologie sous-
marine au Liban, est celle de la localisation du port antique de
Byblos mentionné par les Egyptiens. Le port actuel de Byblos
ne date que de I'époque médiévale et ne cache aucun port plus
ancien. Le port antique, lui, doit donc se trouver ailleurs.

En 1998, la britannique Honor Frost, pionniere de I'archéologie
sous-marine au Liban, a entamé des fouilles a propos du port
antique de Byblos. Maisce n‘estqu’en 2013 qu’onapucirconscrire
sa localisation dans la zone sud de la ville antique de Byblos. Plus
précisément, depuis 2011, le projet de recherche archéologique
«Byblos et la mer», a repris le dossier pour donner une suite
aux travaux de Honor Frost. Le projet « Byblos et la mer», mené
par Martine Francis-Allouche, archéologue sous-marine, avec la
collaboration du Pr Nicolas Grimal, égyptologue, a abouti a de
nouvelles conclusions. En revenant a différentes sources mises
a jour sur le site égyptien, on a découvert plusieurs bas-reliefs
et textes anciens mentionnant I'exportation de bois d'ceuvre a
partir du Liban.

Plus précisément, un manuscrit de la fin du Il® millénaire
raconte qu’Ounamon, un haut dignitaire égyptien, vint a Byblos
acheter des grumes pour la construction de la barque du dieu
Amon. Le récit décrit en détail le séjour d’'Ounamon a Byblos. I
est «installé sous une tente sur le rivage de la ville en attendant
que le prince de la ville le regoive». Le prince Tjekerbaal le
recoit finalement, lequel est décrit «assis dans son bureau,
les vagues de la mer roulant derriére Iui». Le prince accepte
de lui procurer du bois de I'arriere-pays de Byblos. Le bois est
coupé, il est acheminé vers la cbte, en attendant d’étre diment
chargé sur les bateaux. Le prince montre a Ounamon 11 bateaux
amarrés dans son port et lui demande de charger son bois et de
prendre la mer. Tant de précisions concernant I'existence d'un
port au pied de la ville au 11¢ siécle avant J.-C. nous ameénent
a nous demander: mais ou donc se trouvait ce port capable de
recevoir des embarcations de gros tonnages pour I'exportation
de grumes de prés de 30 metres, tel que les grumes de cedres
trouvées dans les pyramides de Chéops en Egypte ?



Nephin a Anfeh, qui fut un ouvrage fortifié, construit a la pointe
de la presqu’ile. Burchard de Mont Sion le décrit comme «un
chateau entierement construit dans la mer» et qui avait été doté
de «douze tours». Il était séparé de la cote par un double fossé
que I'on pouvait sans doute remplir d’eau de mer. Il ne subsiste
presque plus rien aujourd’hui de ce chateau, sauf deux fossés et
quelques restes de murs construits avec des pierres a bossage,
identiques par leur technique a I'appareil du donjon de Byblos et
de Smar Jbeil au sud-est de Batroun.

Parlant de Batroun, le fameux mur de cloture sur sa cote
n‘a rien de phénicien! Les recherches du Dr Salameh-Sarkis
penchent avec une grande probabilité vers I'"hypothése que ce
mur n’est qu’une carriére d’'un temps ancien.

Les découvertes se succédaient, les unes aux autres, durant
mes années de pérégrinations aventureuses a la recherche de
matériel pour mon livre. Un vent favorable me débarqua un soir
(mardi 2 février 2016) a I'Ecole Supérieure des Affaires (ESA)
de Beyrouth ou se tenait une conférence intitulée Les abords
maritimes de Byblos antique, présentée par M. Nicolas Grimal,
Professeur au College de France, membre de I'Académie des
Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, orientaliste, égyptologue, et Mme
Martine Francis-Allouche, archéologue terrestre et sous-marine,
chercheure associée au College de France.

En voici un résumé sur I'importante découverte du vrai port
phénicien de Byblos, tout a fait différent du port médiéval que
I’on visite actuellement.

Les sources égyptiennes sont trés loquaces sur les relations
commerciales entre les Pharaons et les rois de Byblos, plus
particulierement au sujet de l'exploitation des coniféres tels
que le pin, le junipére et le cédre du Liban. D’ailleurs, aux Il° et
I millénaires avant notre ére, Byblos était considérée par les



Les pécheurs a Sidon

En route

Chaque port, chaque mouillage comporte une histoire,
comme le port de Tripoli ou Christian Francis (instructeur et
formateur de moniteurs de plongée) a découvert en 2004 I'épave
du HMS Victoria, fierté de la marine britannique coulé en 1893
au cours d’'une manceuvre maritime au large deTripoli. Nouveau
Schliemann, Francis, et grace a une légende colportée par des
pécheurs de la région, a pu localiser I'endroit ou le navire a coulé.
De méme, la légende du prophéte Jonas (A.NabiYounés) dont le
sanctuaire a Jiyyé (I'ancienne Porphyréon) permet de considérer
que c’est la le lieu ou le prophéte Jonas fut craché par la baleine.

Citons encore les explorations faites par M. Mohammad
Sargi, Président de I|’Association Libanaise des Plongeurs
Professionnels. Aprés avoir controlé plusieurs références
archéologiques et historiques sur la présence d'un temple a
Sidon (7éme siécle avant J.-C.) dédié a la déesse Ashtaroute, et a
la suite de plongées répétées a la recherche de ce temple, Sargi
a trouvé une sculpture de 20 metres, gravée au coin d'un édifice
révélant le visage d’une femme, un voile sur la téte, avec une
imposante poitrine et un ample ventre — ce qui semble indiquer
I’existence d'un temple perdu dont ce seraient les seuls vestiges.

Le grand archéologue Hassane Salemeh-Sarkis, qui s’est
occupé de I'histoire archéologique d’Anfeh et de Batroun, nous
réveéle des faits intéressants en particulier sur le Chateau de
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acquittés par les pécheurs et la quantité de leurs récoltes durant
la période ottomane puis francgaise. Enfin une rareté appréciable :
de splendides photos en noir et blanc de I’'époque.

J’avais trouvé mon étoile polaire qui allait servir a me guider.
Durant des années, jai moi-méme sillonné la cbte libanaise
depuisTyr (au sud) jusqu’a El Aabdeh (au nord), photographiant
les ports, les bateaux de péche, les outils et les divers filets de
pécheurs, enregistrant également leur parler et notant leurs
coutumes.

Je fais aussi mon miel a partir d’'une autre référence
académique, une thése présentée a I'Université Américaine de
Beyrouth (AUB) en 1971 par Jack R. Sims, Jr.: The Fishermen of
Byblos : The Study of a Marine-Adapted Lebanese Occupational
Group.

Liban sur Mer m’a permis de découvrir une culture originale
avec son langage propre.

En un premier temps, j'ai rassemblé des photos d'archives
de diverses sources. Notre musée national m’a permis de
photographier plusieurs piéces de monnaies représentant des
barques phéniciennes, des maquettes de bateaux de I'age de
bronze, ainsi qu’un rare sarcophage de I'époque romaine du lI¢
siecle apres J.-C., découvert a Saida, et qui porte le relief d'un
navire de type phénicien sur I'un de ses cotés.

L'Université du Saint-Esprit de Kaslik m’a ouvert ses archives
concernant le patrimoine maritime libanais. J'y ai découvert des
photos d’archives prodigieuses, voire inédites, provenant de la
Library of Congress des Etats-Unis, et de I'Université d’Istanbul.

Autressourcesdevaleur:lescollectionneursde cartes postales
comme Cheikh Sami Toubia et la famille Tarazi. lAssociation
pour la protection des sites et anciennes demeures (APSAD)
et le quotidien L'Orient-Le Jour sont toujours mes premiéres
destinations chaque fois que j'ai besoin de documentations
anciennes. La collection de I’Arabe Image Foundation m’a fourni
des photos rares, trouvées pour la plupart aupres des anciens
studios. Le reste provient de photos d’archives des pécheurs que
j’ai mis a contribution.



4. Ethnologie, Technologie et Dialectologie Nautiques,
définitions et explications dans un contexte de transcription
phonétique et transposition en frangais.

Celivre de grande valeur, regorge de précieuses informations.
Nous y apprenons que les types d’embarcations syro-libanaises
sont originaires du sud de [I'ltalie, et que les traditions de
construction et d’ornementation leur ont sauvegardé cet air
d'indubitable parenté avec celles des cotes de la Sicile ou de
Tarente. Nous y trouvons également des précisions sur les
genres de péche, les différents types de filets et sur les espéces
de poissons, sur le role des astres comme référence, le parler
savoureux des pécheurs, leurs mythologies et leurs légendes.
Tout cela en trois langues, le francais, I'arabe et |'arabe transcrit
en caracteres latins. Les auteurs ont méme consigné les impots
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prochaine disparition de tout un parler qui suivra la mort de
ceux qui ont pratiqué ces techniques maintenant supplantées.
Il devenait donc URGENT de recueillir aupres des survivants de
la voile, péche ou cabotage, un vocabulaire précieux également
pour les historiens puisqu’il enregistre par les emprunts les
relations des emprunteurs. »

Le Pére Henri Charles est I'un des rares chercheurs a avoir
travaillé sur le patrimoine maritime libanais. Dans les années
60, il a sillonné toute la cote libano-syrienne et I'a décrite en
détail. C'était un vrai connaisseur de la Méditerranée orientale
durant la deuxieme guerre mondiale. Il fut chargé d'organiser
en Méditerranée orientale le Centre de Liaison-Beyrouth et le
poste d’information Marine... «Je devais assurer également
des missions de liaison entre les Etats-Majors alliés: Istanbul,
Athénes, Alexandrie surtout; éventuellement, mer rouge et golfe
Persique; ce qui fut une des fonctions les plus intéressantes de
mon réle. » C'est par ces mots que le pére Henri Charles dévoilait
une partie de son profil complexe a I'un des éléves de Notre-
Dame de Jamhour dans les années 70, dans une entrevue pour
le bulletin scolaire « Nous ».

Les travaux scientifiques, sociaux, linguistiques ou
anthropologiques sur le patrimoine maritime libanais sont
rarissimes.

Liban sur Mer fut mon livre en 2016, un d'une série de livres
que je produisais chaque année sur les différents aspects du
patrimoine libanais. Le vrai modéle de mon livre et sa feuille de
route n’est que le livre du Pére Henri Charles et d’Abdel Majid
Solayman, dont je n’ai trouvé presque aucune trace ni sur les
auteurs ni le livre qui est épuisé !

De quoi parle ce livre?
Il comporte 4 parties:

1. Histoire Nautique de la Phénicie: Elle survole deux
millénaires et traite de la construction navale, des méthodes de
navigation et des engagements navals.

2. La Phénicie Nouvelle, délimitation géographique des
secteurs coétiers.

3. I’'Organisation sociale autour des armateurs, et la Situation
des Maitres de ports.



LE ‘PARLER ARABE
DETAYVOILE
&LAVIE ‘MARITIME
SUR LA COTE
“LIBANO-SYRIENNE

(336 pages — 1972). Les auteurs en sont Abdel Majid Solayman, et
le R. P. Henri Charles, SJ, Capitaine de Corvette (Hon. IT), Officier
de la légion d'Honneur, et responsable, entre autre, des activités
sportives a I'Ecole Notre-Dame de Jamhour. Mon travail vient
en contrepoint de ce livre, et vise a sauver ce qui pourrait |'étre
encore de notre héritage maritime libanais.

Je vous laisse méditer les premiéres lignes:

«Devant la disparition de la voile remplacée, méme pour
la péche, par les moteurs... les linguistes s’inquietent de la



Patrimoine maritime

A la recherche
du patrimoine maritime perdu*

Eddy Choueiry

Le patrimoine libanais le plus oublié, bien qu’il soit devant
nos yeux tous les jours, c’est notre patrimoine maritime.

Faites ce petit exercice. Cherchez sur Google en tapant
patrimoine maritime frangais, anglais, américain, ou espagnol...
Au bout d’'une fraction de seconde vous trouvez une somme
colossale de liens en tout genre sur I'histoire, les mythes, les
traditions maritimes, et que sais-je encore, se rapportant aux
pays en question. Essayez-en revanche de taper patrimoine
maritime libanais... vous serez peinés du médiocre résultat!

=5

Il est grand temps de s’intéresser
aujourd’hui a I'histoire de notre mer,
des hommes de la mer, et a I'histoire
d’'un meétier millénaire, celui de la
péche. La littérature maritime, les
enquétes et les études sur les pécheurs
libanais sont rares, voire inexistantes.
En faisant ma propre enquéte, je nai
trouvé qu’un seul livre, et encore par
hasard. C’est en fait mon ami Elias
Khlat qui a découvert le livre dans la
bibliotheque de son peére. Il s’intitule:
«Le Parler Arabe de la Voile & la Vie
Maritime sur la Céte Libano-Syrienne »
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A la recherche du patrimoine maritime perdu
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* Liban: patrimoine historique et touristique

° Hareth Boustani: Deir el-Qamar: patrimoine architectural et
urbain

° Abdel-Raouf Sinno: The journey of the German emperor
William Il to Bilad ash-Sham in 1898
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* Notre patrimoine religieux

 Antoine Fischfisch: Eglise Mar Zakhia — Ajaltoun
entre revitalisation et restauration

* Paul Zgheib: Lart Syriaque: les paradigmes de |'existence

* Notre patrimoine historico-archéologique

¢ Jeanine Abdul Massih: La carriere archéologique de Baalbek
dévoile son secret
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* Notre patrimoine historique
* Dr Ibrahim Kaoukabani: Les steles de Nahr el Kalb
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* Notre patrimoine matériel
* Eddy Choueiry: Liban sur Rail
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* Notre patrimoine musical
¢ P Badih El Hajj: Le chant syriaque maronite

et le chant traditionnel libanais

* Historical/Educational Heritage

Halide Edib: Memoirs of Halide Edib
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* Notre patrimoine historique

Antoine Kassis: Le Liban chez Frangois de Pageés
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* Patrimoine littéraire

¢ Liliane Buccianti-Barakat: Patrie révée dans la peinture
de Gibran

* Mahjar Heritage

¢ Linda K. Jacobs: The Antecedents of A/-Rabitah Al-Qalamiyah
in New York City
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* Natural Heritage

¢ Sibelle Maksoud, Khaled Taleb & Dany Azar: New Early
Barremian Fossiliferous Amber Outcrop from North Lebanon

* Historical Heritage
¢ Alia Fares: Building A Domus Worthy of the Gods
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* Educational Heritage

° Dr. Marwan Iskandar: The First 100 Years of Educating Girls

in the Middle East

* Literary Heritage
* Maya Georr: NAIMY TO THE LEBANESE: Beautify Your Souls,
AsYour Country |s Beautiful
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